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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK  

By Rev. Dr. Dong-Ha Kim 

‘MISSIONARIES AND MORE’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of June is traditionally looked upon as the point in the year when many areas of our 

collective activities wind down, i.e., school year, community programs, and even some aspects of 

church life. With respect to church life, I am, of course, referring to the myriad of committee 

meetings that normally occur throughout any given months. Having endured some long and 

challenging winter months, many will take some well-deserved holidays during the summer 

months. On that note, I pray that God will bless and bestow each of your families with 

rejuvenating fellowship with your families and friends. Moreover, I wish to thank each one of you 

for your commitment to the ministry of Jesus Christ that takes place at Knox Presbyterian Church, 

Woodstock.  

Now, if you are wondering what the illustration found on this page signifies, it is a commemorative 

stamp that was issued in Taiwan to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of George Mackay’s founding 

of Canadian Presbyterian mission in Formosa (modern day Taiwan).  

Such a commemorative event is not so foreign to the community of Oxford County in any sense of 

the word. Mackay’s family roots, after all, go deep into the founding days of the Oxford County.  

continued… 
 



…from the Minister’s Desk continued 

Speaking of which, I have had the good pleasure of being involved in an online symposium that 

honours George Mackay’s mission work (June 23-24, 2022). Entitled, “Crossing the Bridge Mackay 

Built: 150 years of Canada in East Asia and East Asia in Canada,” three entities collaborated to host 

this gathering of people and ideas to discuss, critique, and celebrate the importance of Mackay’s 

founding work of foreign missions in the early days of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. In short, 

this symposium examined 150 years of crossing the bridge Mackay built, from Minnie Mackay’s 

amazing life to Canadian sister city exchanges with Japan, a virtual tour of unseen artifacts from 

the Royal Ontario Museum, to engaging the playwright of the Embro musical about Mackay over a 

two-day gathering.  

In the end, after much has been presented and discussed, this symposium bestowed upon the 

participants a sense of appreciation on how the bridge of serving others in Christ’s name continues 

to inspire this generation of Christians today, and beyond.  

Suffice to say, it has been a humbling experience of co-organizing this event in service to the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada. The fact that I spoke also as the minister of Knox Presbyterian 

Church, Woodstock, Oxford County, contextualized this event ever so meaningfully.  

Churches in Oxford County first and generously supported George Leslie Mackay’s mission work in 

Taiwan 150 years ago. This symposium was a strong testimony of the continuing commitment of 

churches to support ministry locally and abroad.  

I pray the Lord will continue to bless this congregation with a willing heart to be His instrument of 

peace and the Good News throughout our community and beyond.  

 

Respectfully shared, 

 

Rev. Dr. Dong-Ha Kim 

  



SESSION NOTES 

By Steve McInnis 
 

 
 
The Session held an in-person meeting on Tuesday, June 14th, 2022 @ 7pm. There were nine elders 
in attendance, plus the moderator, Rev. Dr. Kim. The meeting opened with prayer and a reflection 
from 1 Peter 5:1-4. 
 
Correspondence: We received information about the Presbyterian Church Heritage Centre in 
Carlisle. 
 
Ministry Reports -  
Christian Education Committee - Knox Kids' Summer camp will continue this summer. There still is 
room for more campers.  

 
The Prayer Shawl committee has knitted some afghans for our graduating 
teens. 
 

Leading With Care – The fire drill was successful on May 29, although there are a few items to 
address. A seminar is planned on October 1 at 10 am about the problem of bullying, with other 
churches invited. First aid training will be planned in the spring of 2023. The stewards were asked 
to install highly visible numbers at each exit door, potentially useful by emergency responders. 
 
Covid-19 – The committee reduced the number of roped-off pews. Masking will continue for now, 
but we anticipate further loosening of restrictions. 

continued… 
 
 



…Session Notes continued 
 
Mission – Recent successful projects include Beginnings Family Services and Ukraine relief. 

 
 
Pastoral Care – Coffee fellowship will resume on September 25, with the stewards in 
charge. 
 
 

Board of Stewards – No meeting was held, but the stained-glass project is continuing with the next 
set back from the restorers. 
 
Restoration Committee - External brickwork restoration continues, with the east side of the 
church to be complete by June 30. 
 
Worship – Communion will revert to the more traditional elements in October. More lay readers 
are needed and interested individuals can speak with Gord Taylor, Lynda Whiteford, or Kim Kenny. 
The Reformation Sunday service is in planning stages.  
 
Trustees – Disbursement of funds, as discussed in the May congregational meeting, has started. 
 
Presbytery/Synod Report – no report. 
 
Roll Clerk – no report. 
 
Ministers’ Report -  

Rev. Kim noted his one-year anniversary since preaching for a call to Knox 
will be in July. 
 
Two baptisms are planned on June 26 at the Intergenerational Service: 
Bryson Nicolaas Joseph Hardeman, Elijah Finnegan Smith.  
 
Pulpit supply has been arranged during Rev. Kim's vacation this summer: 
Nora Martin July 24, Marg Douglas July 31 and Aug 14, and Steve McInnis 
Aug 7. October 16 is yet to be finalized. Rev. Kim will be available though 
the summer for emergent pastoral situations. 

 
New Business - A new committee is starting a list of prospective Elders Emeritus. 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, Sept 6, 2022 @ 7pm 



RESTORATION UPDATES 

As you know, restoration of the brickwork at Knox is underway, with the work being done by 

Robertson Restoration. JJ has provided us with some pictures of the progress of the restoration. 

These pictures are from the Riddell St. side of the building, as well as the parking lot side. Below 

are some of the before pictures, as well as current progress. 

  



…Restoration continued   



…Restoration continued  

   



…Restoration continued  



WMS PARIS PRESBYTERIAL 

By Elaine Stevens, Secretary Paris Presbyterial 
 

26 WMS members and guests attended the Paris 
Presbyterial Annual Meeting on June 4, 2022. The 
meeting was held at Knox Presbyterian Church in 
Woodstock, from 10:00 am to 1:30 pm. 
 
The theme was Bursting Forth in Joy. Everyone was 
encouraged to dress up in their finest outfit, hat (if 
desired) or cultural outfit. 
 
At 10:00 am the meeting began with singing, led by 
the Rev. Mark McLennan and Susan McLennan. 
 
Following the singing, the president, Judy MacIntosh, 
welcomed everyone.  
 

Elaine Stevens brought greetings from the host church and Susan McLennan read the Land 
Acknowledgment.  
 
Margaret McGugan, as president of Synodical, brought greetings. Cathy Reid, president of Council, 
brought greetings. 
 
The Worship Service was prepared by the Paris WMS auxiliary and led by Shirley Miller. We sang 
the hymn “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You” with Jay Schlotzhauer playing the keyboard.  Shirley read 
Psalm 96:1-4 and gave a meditation. Offering was received, totalling $244, and Kathy Thomson led 
in prayer. We closed with prayer and the singing of “The Servant Song”. 
 
Lisa McLaughlin led the Memorial Service talking about “Trees Planted by the Lord”. 
The following WMS members were remembered by the placing of carnations. 
 
In Remembrance of: 
2021: 
Jean Matheson  Knox WMS, Embro  
Loretta Murray  Knox WMS, Embro 
Evelyn Bailey  St. Paul’s Mission Circle, Simcoe 

continued… 
 
 



…WMS Paris Presbyterial continued 
2020: 
Ruth Matheson Knox WMS, Embro 
Betty Yeoman Campbell-Afternoon Aux., Woodstock 
Eleanor Gurnery Helen Young Aux., Paris 
Ruth Long  Central Presbyterian Church, Brantford 
 
Treasurer, Marie Gregor, reported that Paris Presbyterial had a bank balance of $2,878.82. 
 
Cathy Reid told us about the two Together We Can mission projects for the next two years. 
They are (1) the Kenora Fellowship Centre and (2) Action Refugees Montreal. 
 
Cathy Reid installed the new Paris Presbyterial Executive for the 2022-2023 year.  
Past president - Judy MacIntosh 
President  - Shirley Miller 
1st Vice-president - Deb Melnyk 
2nd Vice-president - Marybel Brenneman 
Secretary  - Elaine Stevens 
Treasurer  - Marie Gregor 

 
WMS members within the Synodical of South Western Ontario have been knitting and 
crocheting “Pocket Prayer Shawls and Squares”. Paris Presbyterial members have made 550 so 
far! Members are making some to send to the Ukrainian refugees. These are going with the bales 
from the Stratford Medical Recycling Mission Depot headed by Jean Aitcheson.  
 
Shirley Miller and Margaret McGugan, on behalf of Synodical, presented a bracelet gift to each 
knitter, crocheter, and tag maker, from Paris Presbyterial, who has worked on this project. 

continued… 
 



…WMS Paris Presbyterial continued 
  

The Johnny Appleseed grace was sung. Each person had prepared 
and brought a Boxed Lunch in a decorated box, basket or gift bag. 
Contents were labelled on the outside. These lunches were set out 
for a silent auction. Members could purchase a lunch immediately 
for $20 or they could start with a silent auction bid. The lunches 
went quickly with most people paying the $20 to get their chosen 
boxed lunch. $600 was raised from this Silent Auction and the money 
will be sent to PWS&D for the Ukraine Relief work. Sitting at tables of 
four, decorated with fresh flowers, everyone visited and enjoyed 
their lunch. Tea and coffee were served by the Knox Kitchen Crew. 
 

Anne MacKenzie and Tina Szasz volunteered their time to be our photographers. They took 
numerous photos during the whole event and were available to take pictures of anyone who 
wished one of themselves or their friends.  
 

Norma Howe gave the lunch courtesies and invited Paris 
Presbyterial members to Embro for the Fall Rally on Saturday, 
October 22, 2022. The life and mission of George Leslie Mackay 
will be celebrated. This year is the 150th Anniversary since 
George Leslie Mackay left Embro for Formosa (Taiwan) as a 
Presbyterian missionary. Anne and Al Matheson will talk and 
show pictures from their trip to Taiwan.  
 
Marybel Brenneman and Deb Melnyx had planned the Boxed 
Lunch Auction and they now presented prizes for the best 
finery—best floral flock, most elegant outfit, most springlike 
hat, cool cultural outfits and the most interesting accessory. 
 
 

Deb Melnyx thanked our outgoing president, Judy MacIntosh, for her leadership and 
encouragement as Paris Presbyterial president since 2018. Previously, Judy filled the role of Paris 
Presbyterial treasurer for 15 years (2002 – 2017).  
Judy was presented with a WMS Life Membership pin in appreciation for her dedication to Paris 
Presbyterial and the WMS. 
 
It had been a fun day for all. We sang “Go Now in Peace” and Shirley Miller closed with prayer.  



UKRAINE UPDATE 

Ukraine Crisis: Irina’s Story 

 
 
When the fighting in Ukraine started, Irina’s family was torn apart. Her husband, a history teacher, 
joined the territorial defense force in the first days of the conflict. Irina and her two children 
sought refuge at her parents’ house. However, she knew it was unsafe because the house lacked a 
basement, and bombs were starting to explode nearby. 
 
“During the first days [of the war], we tried to tell the children it was thunder. But when the 
active bombing started and the missiles fell near the house, the children started screaming 
[and] didn’t want to leave the shelter [of furniture], so they ate there, they went to the toilet 
there. They were really very, very scared. That is why I realized that there was no time to wait, 
and it was time to evacuate somewhere,” shares Irina. 
 

Sadly, Irina’s parents did not want to leave, but Irina 
was determined to find a safer place for her children. 
Upon heading to the evacuation point, Russian forces 
started shelling the settlement. Irina was fortunate to 
see a convoy of cars passing by, and she decided to join 
them without knowing where they were going because 
she didn’t have the time to think about it. 
 
The family spent five days in the village the convoy had 
brought them to, then had to leave there as the war 
was catching up with them. Eventually, they were able 
to catch a train to western L’viv—the train journey 
lasted 20 hours and then another exhausting five-hour 
train ride to arrive at Batiovo, Transcarpathia.  

continued… 
 
 

Irina and her family now stay in a shelter 
that is supported by Hungarian Interchurch 

Aid. Photo: Fekete Dániel / Ökumenikus 
Segélyszervezet 



…Irina’s Story continued 
 
Irina and her kids found safety at a refugee centre supported by Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) 
through the ACT Alliance. In the shelter, Irina lives with 90 other refugees. The community shelter 
volunteers are doing what they can to allow life to continue as normally as possible. Since the war 
has forced elementary schools to switch to distance learning, Irina’s daughter takes all her third-
grade classes online. Her son will start school in the fall. 
 
PWS&D Responds 
 
Families like Irina’s are receiving cash assistance and emergency mental health and psychosocial 
support. ACT Alliance member Hungarian Interchurch Aid is assisting 14,000 households. In 
addition, PWS&D is helping provide emergency food assistance and other essential non-food aid, 
including hygiene kits and medical supplies, to thousands more people. 
 
PWS&D, in partnership with Canadian Foodgrains Bank member Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency (ADRA), will be implementing a response beginning this summer. This response, 
implemented in Ukraine, Moldova and Romania, will provide cash assistance enabling families to 
purchase essential items. Priority will be given to the most vulnerable households, including 
female and single-headed households, children at risk, gender-based violence survivors, and 
others. 
 

    
 
 

 

Article from PWS&D May/June Newsletter 

Copyright © 2021 Presbyterian World Service & Development 

 

 

https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/2022/05/11/ukraine-crisis-irinas-story/?bblinkid=261037781&bbemailid=40400327&bbejrid=-

1930372203#  

 

The total donated from the Knox Congregation to PWS&D for the Ukraine relief has 

now reached over $8,500!!  

https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/2022/05/11/ukraine-crisis-irinas-story/?bblinkid=261037781&bbemailid=40400327&bbejrid=-1930372203
https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/2022/05/11/ukraine-crisis-irinas-story/?bblinkid=261037781&bbemailid=40400327&bbejrid=-1930372203


STAINED GLASS UPDATE 

By Mark Benner 

Chalmers Stained Glass Project Update 
 
We have continued with the restoration of the stained glass obtained from the former Chalmers 
United Church on Vansittart Avenue. 
 
“The Healer” window was given to Chalmers by John (Jack) Dunlop in 1961 and was placed in 
memory of Jack’s wife, Sara Fulton. It is in excellent condition and is ready to be mounted. 
 
The “Mary of Bethany” window, originally dedicated in 1948, was a gift from J. Gordon Archibald 
in memory of his wife Elizabeth Ann Smelt. It needed considerable repair and has just been 
brought back to Knox from Sunrise Stained Glass in London. The photos below show the 4 stages 
of restoration – 1) the rubbing, 2) the painting and repair of glass pieces, 3) rebuilding with lead 
and  
4) soldering the lead joints. 
 
The next step will be to have metal frames constructed and then mounted with wooden frames in 
the interior of Knox. 
 
We are fortunate to have these historical works of art and craftsmanship. 

  

Rubbing 

Painting & 
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New Lead 
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Lead Joints 



MUSIC MOMENT 

By Janet vanderSpek, Music Director 

 

Thank you for your generous support of the recent Benefit Concert for Ukraine. The audience 

turnout was good and the response to this important humanitarian cause is amazing! It was an 

honour to have some of the Ukrainian refugees in attendance, along with their host family. 

Well over $3,000 was donated and on behalf of Eugena Riehl, Janet Robb, Liam Murphy, and 

myself, thanks again. 

Many thanks to George Seggewiss for his technical assistance and also thank you to Stephanie 

Riehl, Nora Martin, Kim Kenny and Nick Hardeman for their help. 

I wish you and yours a beautiful summer season. Enjoy God's beautiful creation! Stay safe and 

take good care. 

                       

             



BBQ SEASON! 

Apple-Butter Barbecued Roasted Chicken 

Ingredients 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• 3/4 teaspoon garlic powder 

• 1/4 teaspoon pepper 

• 1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper 

• 1 roasting chicken (6 to 7 pounds) 

• 1 can (11-1/2 ounces) unsweetened apple juice 

• 1/2 cup apple butter 

• 1/4 cup barbecue sauce 

Directions 

1. Combine the salt, garlic powder, pepper and cayenne; sprinkle over chicken. 

 

2. Prepare grill for indirect heat, using a drip pan. Pour half of the apple juice into another 

container and save for another use. With a can opener, poke additional holes in the top of 

the can. Holding the chicken with legs pointed down, lower chicken over the can so it fills 

the body cavity. Place chicken on grill rack over drip pan. 

 

3. Grill, covered, over indirect medium heat for 1-1/2 to 2 hours or until a thermometer reads 

180°. Combine apple butter and barbecue sauce; baste chicken occasionally during the last 

30 minutes. Remove chicken from grill; cover and let stand for 10 minutes. Remove chicken 

from can before carving. 

 

https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/apple-butter-barbecued-roasted-chicken/ 

 

https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/apple-butter-barbecued-roasted-chicken/


APPLE BUTTER 

Small Batch Stovetop Apple Butter 
Ingredients 

1 1/2 pounds assorted apples (about 5 medium 

apples), cored and coarsely chopped* 

1/2 cup filtered water or apple cider (NOT vinegar) 

1/4 cup granulated sugar 

2 tablespoons lemon juice (from 1 large lemon) 

1/4 to 1/2 cup packed light brown sugar, to taste 

1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

pinch ground cloves 

pinch sea salt 

Directions 

1. Place apple pieces and cores in a large saucepan along with water, granulated sugar and 

lemon juice. Bring to a simmer over medium-high heat, then reduce the heat to medium-

low. Cover and cook apples for 20 to 25 minutes or until apples begin to soften and fall 

apart. 

2. Remove from heat and discard cores. Run softened apples through a food mill, discarding 

any remaining solids or seeds. (Alternatively, if you don’t have a food mill, blend softened 

apples in a food processor or using a hand blender until smooth.) You should have about 

2 cups of apple puree. 

3. Return puree to saucepan and set over medium-low heat. Add brown sugar to taste, 

along with spices and salt. Gently simmer, stirring regularly to avoid spattering, until 

apple butter is deep caramel in color and thick enough to hold its shape on a spoon. 

4. Transfer to a jar or airtight container and keep refrigerated for up to 3 weeks. 

https://www.loveandoliveoil.com/2018/10/small-batch-stovetop-apple-butter.html  

 

https://www.loveandoliveoil.com/2018/10/small-batch-stovetop-apple-butter.html


WORD SEARCH 

  



COLOURING PAGE 

  



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



FUNNIES 

  



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
We wish to express our deepest sympathies to 
George and Nancy Wright on the passing of 
Nancy’s sister-in-law, Carmen; and to Minnie 
Dean on the passing of her son, Dan.  
 
Our sincere heartfelt love and prayers are 
extended to all the families at this time. 
 

 

 

Peter Kuiper  July 4th  
Laura Turvey  July 10th  
Betty McIlwrick  July 13th  
Brenda Weatherbee July 22nd  
Lauren Reczuch  July 31st  
Richard Wannamaker August 5th 
Wilma Markle  August 6th 
Luella Campbell  August 7th 

Anne Miller   August 7th  
Karen Spurgeon  August 11th 
Paw Say   August 12th 

Marlene Matta  August 14th 
Bob Miller    August 18th 

Linda Szasz  August 30th  
 

Ron & Gale Pollock  July 4th  
Ron & Linda Faulkner  July 15th 
Sean & Michelle McCoy July 25th  
George & Paula Seggewiss August 6th  
Bob & Josie Miller  August 15th 
Richard & Kim Stere  August 20th 
Nick & Carrie Hardeman August 23rd  
Tony & Judy Boodhoo  August 23rd 



If you are interested in volunteering for 
Sunday School in any capacity, please let 
Mikayla or other members of the CE 
Commi ee know 

                                           
                        

We need all kinds of talents for this 
program to run best  

                                        
                                             
                                  

Sunday School is 
looking for 

volunteers for 
September 

HELP WANTED 

 

Grass Cutter Wanted – Karen Spurgeon is looking for someone to cut 

her grass, beginning the middle to end of August. Her grass takes less 

than an hour to cut and she pays $15. If you know of a student who 

would be interested, please contact Karen or call the church office. 

  

It s  me again for the excitement of 
another fun summer of kids  camp 

If you are interested in suppor ng camp 
through material dona ons, the following is a 
list of things we usually need a great number 
of:

-  old sh Crackers

-  uice or  uice Mix  powder, fro en, or 
bo led are all wonderful  

- Marble Cheese

- Chocolate or  anilla Pudding Cups

- Canned  ruit Salad



SAVE THE DATE! 

  



…Save the Date continued  



JULY CALENDAR 

  



AUGUST CALENDAR 

 


