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Minister’s Musings Rev. Dr. Dong-Ha Kim 
 

ALL THAT I NEEDED TO KNOW 
 

Year end for our ‘little ones’ at school will be 
arriving, soon. For those having graduated from 
the Kinder Garten level of education, it will have 
been quite the new experience.  
 
In any case, our newest grads from Kinder Garten 
will have been taught some of the most important, 
foundational lessons in life! Such foundational 
lessons have left such a mark on one educator, 
‘Robert Fulghum,’ that he summarized them in a 
delightful book entitled, “All I Really Need to Know, 
I Learned in Kindergarten.” Shall I share some 
reminders from those lessons? 
 
Fulghum writes, “All I really need to know about 

how to live and what to do and how to be I learned in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the 
top of the graduate-school mountain, but there in the sandpile at Sunday School. These are 
the things I learned: 
 

Share everything. 

Play fair. 

Don’t hit people. 

Put things back where you found them. 

Clean up your own mess. 

Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 

Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 

Wash your hands before you eat. 

Flush… 

When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick 

together… 

Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little seeds in the 

Styrofoam cup – they all die. So do we…” 

 
Where we are in life today, you will no doubt agree that we have many complicated 
problems on our hands. Our initial inclination is to presume complex causality behind 
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them. After reading a bit of Fulghum’s kindergarten lessons, I’m not so sure. Many of our 
challenges/problems emanate from the foundations on life that we were likely taught early 
on in our lives; we’ve failed to carry them throughout our adult years.  
 
Once upon a time during Jesus’ ministry, a lone expert of the laws, a Pharisee, approached 
Jesus for his perspective on “the greatest commandment in the Law” (Matthew 22:35). 
Whatever his motive may have been, Jesus replied with the following, foundational 
response for this Pharisee: 
 

“ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’  This is the first and the greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.’” (Matthew 22:37-40) 

 
If anything, these two foundational teachings should remind us of the Sunday School 
lessons we once received; certainly, this ought to be the foundational lessons that our 
young members receive during Sunday School classes, first and foremost. And now that our 
Sunday School classes are wrapping up for the season, we pray that the foundational 
lessons they will have learned will carry them throughout their growing years and beyond.  
 
Just as we may delight in the reminder statements from the likes of Robert Fulghum, I pray 
that the words of Jesus will stay with us all the days of our lives. If only humanity could 
remember to love God with all of God’s wisdom, and also to love one another as 
ourselves… And so, we shall continue to meet, praise God, pray for God’s grace to open our 
hearts and minds to discern such foundational lessons for each of us.  
 
Jesus never promised that our lives would be clear of the obstacles to navigate through; he 
did promise his unending presence in journeying with us, as we meditate upon these 
foundational words of wisdom.  
 
May it be also that we may proclaim, ‘All that we ever needed to know, we learned from 
Jesus’ teachings.’ 
 
Thanks be to God and amen.  
 
Respectfully shared, 
 

Rev. Kim 
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Session Notes Submitted by Steve McInnis 

 
The Session met on Tuesday, May 7. Thirteen elders 
were present. The moderator, Rev. Dr. Kim, led a 
devotion regarding fasting, physical denial of food and 
spiritual fasting. (Matt 4:1,2 & Acts 9:8,9). 
 
As a follow-up from the April session meeting, the 
decision was made to release all the funds to the 
Karen family and close the account. The funds will be 
directed to post-secondary education. 

 
The membership transfer of Kyoungmi Kim was approved. 
 
Visioning and Caring:  
We have introduced a small form, available at the sanctuary entrances, which newcomers 
can fill in to provide contact information. 
 
Ministry Reports: 
Christian Education – Lots of activity in the CE committee, although it needs more 
committee members and especially a convenor. The committee is considering making a 
child-friendly section of the sanctuary. Sunday school is averaging 5 children per Sunday. 
[After the session met, the CE committee met and decided to cancel Kids' Camp this year.] 
Children's Choir - The project is successful with children and drawing in some new people 
to church, but future funding is a concern. 
Leading With Care – A fire drill was held during the May 5 Sunday service, taking 2 minutes 
and 8 seconds to vacate the building. The committee will examine some improvements. 
The steward committee is tasked with developing instructions for concert organisers.  
Mission – The committee continues to look for a camp director. The congregation was 
given a chance to meet the camp staff at the May 19 service. Thanks to those who helped 
with the Adelaide Soup Bowl. They are looking for new people to continue. We will be 
fundraising using baby-bottles for pregnancy support services. 
Board of Stewards –  David Langille is the new convenor. The stained-glass cabinets in the 
Friendship Centre are completed, and there have been many positive comments. New 
outside lighting will be installed this spring. The personnel committee will be hiring a 
nursery worker with the Christian Education committee. Cheyne Room renovation is 
complete, and new furniture is on order. 
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Restoration Committee – Work will start at the beginning of June and will be completed in 
September. 
Worship – There has been an increased use of Phone-live-streaming each month. 
Presbytery/Synod Report – Several churches continue to search for ministers. Central-
Brantford will move to a new location. Tillsonburg is selling their manse. Norwich/Bookton 
is amalgamating. Innerkip continues their process of leaving the PCC. Ingersoll is hosting 2 
Syrian families. Dr. Kim is attending General Assembly. 
 
Ministers’ Report: 
David Langille has agreed to look after the Sunday worship on June 9th in Dr. Kim's 
absence. 
 
Anniversary Events: 
Dr. Ernest van Eck, the principal of Knox College, agreed to speak on November 3rd in 
celebration of our 190th anniversary. We agreed to commission an anniversary “coin” in the 
shape of a communion token (rectangular, 2” x 1.5”) in collaboration with the Woodstock 
Coin Club (Rev. Angus Sutherland, president). We will purchase 100 “coins” at a price of 
USD1,000 (C$1,400) to resell at C$15.  
 
At our anniversary celebration, we will dedicate the stained glass in the Friendship Centre. 
 
Dr. Kim will take holidays, requiring pulpit supply on July 28, August 4, August 11, 
November 10 and November 17, 2024. Members of the congregation will be asked to 
provide pulpit supply. 
 
New Business: 
The Robinson Fund for cab fares and other benevolent needs has a low balance and will 
run out in a few months. Once the Robinson Fund is depleted, it will be closed and the 
Benevolent Fund will be used in future. 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 12, 2024 @ 7:00pm 

Financial Update Submitted by Cliffe Jewlal 

 
At the end of Q1 in 2024, Knox investment in the PCC Portfolio increased from 
$968,183 to $1,039,536. This welcome gain of $71,353 equates to 7.37% for 
the quarter or 29.56% annualized. 
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Music Moment Submitted by Janet vanderSpek 

The season of Summer awaits as June is ushered in! I wish you and yours a pleasant and 
safe time of travels and rest in good measure. 
 

 A few weeks ago, the Chancel Choir sang an anthem called " 
All Things New". Here is some background about the 
American composer Elaine Hagenburg.  
 

She was born in Washington State, in 1979.  Elaine's music 
"soars with eloquence and ingenuity". Her award- winning 
compositions are performed worldwide and frequently 
featured at American Choral Directors Association 
conferences, All-state festivals, Carnegie Hall, and other 
international concert halls from Australia to South America 
and throughout Europe. 

 

In addition to composing full-time, Elaine actively engages in bringing her music to life as 
the guest artist and featured clinician for professional conferences and festivals both in the 
US and abroad. 
 

She is also the devoted mother to four children.  
 

The text of the beautiful anthem was written by Frances Havergal (1836- 1879), who also 
wrote the words of the hymns “Take My Life and Let it Be” and “Like a River Glorious”, 
among many others. 
 

Loralee Benner enjoyed learning the anthem's accompaniment and played it with great 
musical precision. As you well know, she is a very accomplished musician and I am grateful 
to work alongside her! 
 

The 76th Annual Woodstock Rotary Festival of Music took place in April and the participant 
amounts that have been steadily growing since COVID caused many challenges.  
 

I am very pleased to let you know that Jessica Moir (pianist) and Bronwyn Soward 
(vocalist), each received a scholarship this year. Jessica and Bronwyn performed well 
through the competitions and medal classes. It is a major accomplishment to receive a 
scholarship and the experienced adjudicators from out of town make the 
decisions/choices. 
 

Enjoy God's beautiful creation during the upcoming Summer season.                             
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The Bob Miller Memorial  
Hymnbook Collection Submitted by Anne Miller 

 
For those who knew him, my dad - Bob Miller - was many things. 
First and foremost, though, he was a lifelong musician. He was a 
pianist and church organist starting when he was still in high 
school and he had only stopped playing in the last few years. Not 
only did he teach music throughout his career in the public 
school system, but he directed choirs of all ages and sang in 
several ensembles as well. He was often called on to play for 
funerals and to accompany groups at Presbyterian Music Camp. 
We lost someone who cared deeply about music when he died a 
year ago November. He shared his gifts at Knox as our organist 
and choir director for many years, and more recently with 
helping to organize the Community Carol Concert. 

  
Over his career, Bob amassed a large number of hymnbooks. As a legacy to his love of 
church music, to encourage sacred music and singing and as a resource to current music 
directors in local churches and beyond, Josie (my mom) and I want to make his collection 
available. Session has endorsed this idea. In June, the Bob Miller Memorial Hymnbook 
Collection will become a reality. Church musicians will be able to come and borrow 
hymnbooks that they perhaps don't have budget to buy, or to just enjoy paging through 
hymnals rather than merely looking online. The collection will be stored in a labeled 
cupboard in the Board Room. 
  
Dad always loved making a joyful noise, 
whether by singing or playing rhythm 
instruments or recorders or the piano or 
organ. Music was always important to him, so 
we hope that this resource collection will 
carry on his love for church music and 
praising God together. 
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WMS Campbell Auxiliary Submitted by Susan McLennan 

May 13, 2024 

 

Members enjoyed some time visiting before the meeting began. 

Elaine led a meditation entitled Praise God with Song by Betty Radford Turcotte. The 

meditation was based on Psalm 100 and focused on how we spread joy when our voices 

are lifted in song, in good times and hard times. Hymns #328 This is my Father’s World and 

#332 How great Thou art were sung. Susan read a poem entitled “My Mother kept a 

garden”. 

Business 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the April meeting were approved. Motion Marie/June. 
Roll Call – 6 members were present and 1 guest. 
Treasurer – Elaine Stevens presented her report. Bank balance March 31st was $513.45.  
Receipts: $135 March and $110 April  
Disbursements: Presbyterial offering $245 leaving a balance of $378.45. Report accepted 
on motion of Elaine/Marg McCurdy.  
Friendship & Service – Elisabeth continues to send cards and make phone calls. 
Correspondence – None received.  
Business Arising – Marg and Susan had previously agreed to do a Shadow Box Memory for 
the Cheyne Room to honour the legacy of the Campbell Afternoon Auxiliary. Marg has 
spoken to a couple of people to build a frame; she and Susan will work on the items to 
place inside. 
 
The next meeting was agreed to be Monday October 14th, at 2:00 pm.  
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New Business 

• Elaine presented Susan and Mark with lovely gifts on behalf of the Campbell Auxiliary to 

thank them for their support of the WMS through the years, both at Knox and in 

Presbyterial and on the National Council. Susan thanked the members for their support 

and friendship. 

• To continue the theme of thanksgiving and fellowship, a beautiful cake from the 

Norwich Bakery was served by Rose and Carol. 
 

Respectfully submitted, and with thanks, Susan McLennan Secretary 

Presentation to Rev. Mark & Susan Submitted by Elaine Stevens 

Presentation to Rev. Mark & Susan McLennan - May 2024 
 

Rev. Mark & Susan McLennan moved from Thunder Bay 
to Woodstock in 2008 when Mark became the new 
minister here at Knox. Always interested in mission, they 
both began attending the monthly WMS meetings of the 
Campbell-Afternoon Aux. 
 
Paris Presbyterial had no president and Rev. Mark 
immediately volunteered, making it an historic day as the 
Presbyterial’s first male president. He held this position 

for two years.  
 
At the time they came to Woodstock, Susan had been on the 
National Council for many years and was National President 
of the WMS from 2015 to 2017. 
 
We have been very blessed to have both Mark and Susan 
sharing their musical talents with us. 
 
Rev. Mark and Susan are retiring and moving to their new 
home in Nova Scotia in July.  
 
We are going to miss both of you at our WMS meetings. May 
God bless you both on this new part of your life-journey.  
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Craft Crew  

 
 
Come and join us June 5th & 19th for Craft & Fellowship at 9:30 am. If you don’t do crafts, 
just come and have some fun & fellowship. Everyone is welcome! 

 
 
Ada Vink had a number of quilts that she was 
working on to send to Missions. The Craft Crew 
was able to help her complete these quilts over 
the last few months. 
 

Canning Wanted for Bazaar  

When you are doing your canning this year, please 
remember to do a few extra jars for the bazaar. 
Everyone enjoys them! 
 

And don’t forget that the Bazaar is only 5 months away, 
so start on your craft, sewing, and knitting projects or 
join us at Craft & Fellowship to work on them!  
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Knox Phlox   
Knox Phlox garden guild cleaned the church gardens and 
spread fresh mulch on Wednesday May 8th.  
 
They also planted a Serviceberry tree which was 
donated. 
 
(Back Row – L to R) Marie Yungblut, Alex Voortman, 
Nathaniel Bonnett, Mark Benner, Laura Turvey, Dan 
Molinaro 
 
(Kneeling – L to R) Joyce Hunter, Noah Bonnett, Susan 
McLennan 
 
 

 
 

Call a Cab – We’ll Pick Up the Tab!  
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Library News Submitted by Anne Miller 

 
Thanks again to everyone who uses the library and who has 
donated resources to us. If you've been in lately, you will 
have seen some of the newly catalogued picture books 
displayed. We have some beautiful, new, fun books to read! 
There are also many new paperback picture books. We are 
gradually working through the backlog of donations since 
2019 and making great headway! 
 
This month we're highlighting two sections of our library that 
are specifically for parents and families:  
 

We have a new "Parent Shelf" section with books to read with your children (or 
grandchildren) to help with tough topics or struggles they may be having. Until now, these 
were kept with the paperback picture books, but we decided to separate them out so that 
they are easier to find. If your child is struggling with any issue (or they have a friend who 
is) please make use of these books. Many have suggestions in the back for talking through 
the issue beyond what is included in the story. We have books on coping with the death of 
a pet or family member, bullies, bad dreams, screen time, vandalism, lying, talking back, 
homework, separation and divorce, worry, fear, school, conflict and more. If your child or a 
friend are experiencing it, we probably have a book about it. For now, these are on the 
stained, narrow dark brown bookshelves in a magazine holder for the larger books and a 
sky-blue plastic index card box for the smaller books. 
 
We also have part of a shelf in our Spirituality section (dark green dots) specifically for 
Families. These resources are in the left large bookcase on a lower shelf on the side closest 
to the window. Here you'll find books with encouragement for parents, family devotions, 
activities to do together as a family, advice on parenting issues, dealing with different ages 
and stages, and helping to nurture faith in your children, among other topics. As we get 
closer to summer, when more time will be spent together as families once school is out, 
hopefully some of these resources will come in handy to make family time fun and 
inspiring and maybe even healing with a celebration of our faith thrown in. Don't forget to 
borrow some books from the children's section, too, for bedtime or car trips or reading in a 
hammock or on the deck. 
 
Families are important at Knox, and we all know that it takes a village to raise a child. Our 
prayer is that parents won't feel alone but instead will find lots of support through their 
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larger family of faith and through the resources we have in the library. Please sign them out 
or take a break in your busy day to just come in and have a breather and read. These 
materials are here for you to inspire and encourage and hopefully make the journey just a 
little bit easier. God is with you in your calling as a parent or caregiver to children in your 
life. 
 
See you next month! 
 
Anne and Josie Miller, Marg McCurdy and Janet Smith   

Fitness Class  

 

Ways to Give  

Did you know we have a variety of 
ways to submit offerings? 
 

One of those ways is through Pre-
Authorized Remittance (PAR). If 
you’re interested in switching over to 
have your offering come directly out 
of your bank account, fill out one of 
the PAR forms located at the front 
and back entrances, or contact Kim 
in the church office. 
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Monthly Committee Focus – Mission Committee  

 

 
 
What does the Mission committee do? 
 

• Oversees - 

o our all-day summer bible camp 

o Knox Kids Camp 

o our Friday night Youth program, KAOS (kids acting on spirit) 

• Cooks and serves meals at the Adelaide Soup Bowl 

• Reviews incoming mail from various organizations such as - 

o the Canadian Bible Society, 

o Woodstock Hospital 

o New Beginnings Pregnancy Care  

o Youth Unlimited 

• After discussion will consider donations for these and many other 

Christian/charitable organizations 

• Encourages and supports mission projects here at home, Canada, and the World 

 

Our members are, (L to R) Nick Hardeman, Anne Jewlal, Rev. Kim, Lauren Reczuch, Dianne 

Saggau, Elaine Stevens, and Mikayla Voortman. 

 

Want to know more? Come join us!! 
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Leading With Care Submitted by Lynda Whiteford 
 

TIPS FROM THE CANADIAN RED CROSS - Tip #8 

 

Upcoming Youth KAOS Events  

Here are the upcoming Youth Events –  
 
Friday, May 31st @ 7:00 pm – KAOS at Knox 
June 14th to 16th – KAOS Retreat 
June 28th @ 7:00 pm – KAOS at Knox  
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Recipe Submitted by the Kitchen Crew 

Strawberry Shortcake  
 

 
 
Ingredients: 
4 cups flour      1 tsp salt 
2 tbsp baking powder    1 cup shortening 
1 tsp soda      2 cups buttermilk (or sour milk) 
1 cup sugar 
 
Mix dry ingredients and the shortening until the mixture is crumbly. Add buttermilk and 
mix just enough to make sure the dry part is moistened. Spread dough into 9 x 13 pan. 
 
Sprinkle white sugar on top. Bake in 400F oven for 20 minutes or a bit longer. Serve warm, 
smothered with sugared berries or sliced peaches. For ½ recipe, bake in 9 x 9 pan. 
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Lyca Mhone  
 

Lyca Mhone: Woman with a Calling 
 

Lyca has been my friend since I met her in the fall of 
2019 in Blantyre, Malawi. She has been a part of 
Friends of Prisons, a small group of people who 
make it their business as volunteers to visit the 
inmates in many different prisons, in the southern 
part of Malawi. When I first met them, they had 
already been active for several years, and continue 
to go strong, gathering more members periodically 
as other people hear the call of God to this ministry. 
 
Back in 2022, Lyca felt God showing her the need for 
another ordained minister to be part of the group to 
minister more fully to the inmates. She heard God's 

call to herself to get the qualifications for ordination, and being obedient to the call, 
started the process of getting the education she needed. When she shared with Steve and 
me her need for financial help with the incidental expenses associated with attending 
Zomba Theological University, a two-hour bus ride away from her home, Steve and I 
searched for ways of supporting her. We asked Session and got their permission to support 
Lyca through our church's Bursary Fund, which has been set aside for supporting people 
who are studying for the ministry.  
 
Our church committed to supporting Lyca in this way for the three years of her studies. And 
now the time has come when, reaching the end of her second year, she is ready to start her 
third and final year of studies. I know that Lyca truly appreciates the support from our 
congregation. It has enabled her to continue her studies without having to worry unduly 
about whether to eat or to take the bus to attend classes, whether to buy notebooks or to 
pay for necessary overnight accommodations. She also appreciates our prayer support, as 
she believes very strongly that God has called her to this ministry. 
 
If you feel so led, the Bursary Fund can always use an infusion of dollars, in order that 
people can continue to pursue the call of God to the ministry. You can give through your 
offering, marking your contribution “for Bursary Fund”, or you can make a special donation, 
also to the Bursary Fund, using any of the usual methods of contributing to the church. 
Thank you for your continued support of Lyca Mhone. 
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Blast from the Past Submitted by Rev. Mark McLennan 

 
 
If you have a “Blast from the Past” you would like to share, please email Kim or bring it in 
to the office for her to scan. 
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Celebrations  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations - $5 Tims Card  

Congratulations to Laura Turvey on winning the $5 Tims Card last month! To enter for this 
month, see the message on the last page of the newsletter.  

Louis Yungblut June 2nd  
Bob Kern June 8th  
Esther Johnston June 11th  
Lynn Dobbs June 13th  
Kim Stere June 18th  
Evelyn O'Leary June 18th  
June Masters June 21st 
Dianne Sibbick June 23rd 
Janet vanderSpek June 23rd 
Edna Fohkens June 24th  

Kevin & Mary Ellen Rumble June 4th  
Rev. Mark & Susan McLennan June 5th  
Murray & Melita Rollinson June 7th 
Robin & Marg McCurdy June 19th 
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Funnies  
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Word Search  
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Sudoku  
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Colouring Page  
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A-MAZE-ing Fun!  
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Crossword  
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June Calendar  

 

Happy Father’s Day! Including this one, how many campfires can you find in this 
month’s newsletter? Send me an email with your guess and I’ll do a draw for a $5 Tim 
Hortons card! 


